Excerpt from Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori’s letter of 7/22/09
regarding the two controversial resolutions:

What captured the headlines across the secular media, however, had to do with two
resolutions, the consequences of which were often misinterpreted or exaggerated.
One, identified as D025, is titled "Anglican Communion: Commitment and Witness
to Anglican Communion." It

o reaffirms our commitment to and desire to pursue mission with the Anglican
Communion;

e reiterates our commitment to Listening Process urged by Lambeth
Conferences of 1978, 1988, and 1998;

e notes that our own participation in the listening process led General
Convention in 2000 to "recognize that the baptized membership of The
Episcopal Church includes same-sex couples living in lifelong committed
relationships 'characterized by fidelity, monogamy, mutual affection and
respect, careful, honest communication, and the holy love which enables
those in such relationships to see in each other the image of God'";

e recognizes that ministry, both lay and ordained is being exercised by such
persons in response to God's call;

e notes that the call to ordained ministry is God's call, is a mystery, and that
the Church participates in that mystery through the process of discernment;

e acknowledges that the members of The Episcopal Church, and of the
Anglican Communion, are not of one mind, and that faithful Christians
disagree about some of these matters.

The other resolution that received a lot of press is C056, titled "Liturgies for
Blessings." The text adopted was a substitute for the original, yet the title remains
unchanged. It

e acknowledges changing circumstances in the U.S. and elsewhere, in that civil
jurisdictions in some places permit marriage, civil unions, and/or domestic
partnerships involving same-sex couples, that call for a pastoral response
from this Church;

e asks the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, and the House of
Bishops, to collect and develop theological and liturgical resources for such
pastoral response, and report to the next General Convention;

e asks those bodies to invite comment and participation from other parts of
this Church and the Anglican Communion;

e notes that bishops may provide generous pastoral responses to the needs of
members of this Church;

o asks the Convention to honor the theological diversity of this Church in
regard to matters of human sexuality.



