The Dominican Episcopal Church’s support to the people of Haiti

On February 14-15, John Gruetzmacher attended the Dominican Development Group meeting in Boca Chica, DR, and was able to obtain a status of the support being provided to the people of Haiti by the Dominican Church.  Here is his summary:

· The Haitian Episcopal Church is a well established church and has about 100,000 members across the country.  The infrastructure of the Haitian Church was all but totally destroyed. The Bishop survived and the personnel of the church are actively involved in ministering to the Haitian people.

· The Haitian Church has set up 26 support/distribution stations around Port-au-Prince and is using these to distribute water, food and medicine to Haitians. I was told that the urgent need for water has passed but food and medicine remain as high priorities. Also, most of the extreme/life threatening medical conditions has been resolved, but longer term care will be required for a great long while.

· The Dominican Church is aggressively helping with the needs of Haiti on both sides of the border. Specifically the Church is helping in three important ways:

1. Trucking food and medicine purchased in the DR to the town of Jimani, DR on the border with Haiti. The Bishop of Haiti sends an e-mail list to Bishop Holguin with a request for supplies. The supplies are purchased in Santo Domingo, loaded and trucked to Jimani. From tere they are transferred to Haitian trucks and transported for distribution at the Episcopal distribution stations in Port-au-Prince. It should be noted that the newly built church (San Pablo Apóstal) at Jimani is serving as the distribution hub for supplies. The two trucks involved in transporting the supplies were purchased with funds from Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD). Supplies are being purchased by ERD funds and by the contributions made directly to the Dominican Church through the Dominican Development Group. So far over $250,000 has been contributed to the Dominican Church for Haitian relief.  Our parish’s contribution of over $10,000 to Haitian relief is the single largest sum given by any church or individual to the relief effort.

2. Providing a place to stay for relief workers staging from Jimani into Port-au-Prince on a daily basis - a distance of about 50 miles. The San Pablo Apóstal church building and a new dormitory complex are being used for this purpose.

3. Providing care for Haitians and their families that have been transported into the DR for medical treatment. I was told that most of the hospitals in Santo Domingo are full of Haitians who were injured in the earthquake. The seminary dormitories at Epiphany Church in Santo Domingo are being readied to provide support to the families of the injured. I believe that the church we support in Barahona will eventually find a role in this effort but the church is not currently being considered as a place to support Haitian relief. The Barahona church is located several hours from the Haitian border and is not close enough to be an effective staging location. Additionally, it is not clear that a large number of refuges have congregated in Barahona as has occurred in Santo Domingo.
 It should be noted that there are about 1,000,000 extra Haitians in the DR as a result of the earthquake. The church will be involved in serving these refugees for a very long time in the future. According to Bob Snow, he believes that the aftermath of the earthquake and the mixing of the population will fundamentally change the cultures of the two countries forever. 
