Group of Bishops Reads Anaheim Statement
(in private session) in the House of Bishops

This is the statement read by Bishop Gary Lillibridge on behalf of the group.

The Anaheim Statement, General Convention, 2009

At this convention, the House of Bishops has heard repeated calls for honesty and
clarity. As the conversation has proceeded within the HOB, repeated attempts to modify
wording which would have been preferable to the minority in the vote were respectfully
heard and discussed, but in the end most of these amendments were found
unacceptable to the majority in the House. Many in the majority believed the
amendments would make the stated position of this House less honest about where they
believe we are as The Episcopal Church.

It is apparent that a substantial majority of this Convention believes that The Episcopal
Church should move forward on matters of human sexuality. We recognize this reality
and understand the clarity with which the majority has expressed itself. We are grateful
for those who have reached out to the minority, affirming our place in the Church.

We seek to provide the same honesty and clarity. We invite all bishops who share the
following commitments to join us in this statement as we seek to find a place in the
Church we continue to serve.

* We reaffirm our constituent membership in the Anglican Communion, our communion
with the See of Canterbury and our commitment to preserving these relationships.

* We reaffirm our commitment to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ as this
church has received them (BCP 526, 538)

* We reaffirm our commitment to the three moratoria requested of us by the
instruments of Communion.

* We reaffirm our commitment to the Anglican Communion Covenant process currently
underway, with the hope of working toward its implementation across the Communion
once a Covenant is completed.

* We reaffirm our commitment to "continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship"
which is foundational to our baptismal covenant, and to be one with the apostles in
"interpreting the Gospel" which is essential to our work as bishops of the Church of God.



